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In spite of penalties and punishments, there was a persistent
Quaker invasion of New England, and still harsher measures
were passed by the Massachusetts Council to check this * wave
of heresy.' The laws against harbouring or bringing in any
of these people were made more stringent, and any banished
Quaker bold- enough to return was to have his ears chopped
off, and, if again returning, his tongue bored through with
a hot iron.

Even this was not sufficient to deter the courageous dis-
ciples of George Fox, and, despite all difficulties and dangers, they
arrived in greater numbers, and succeeded in making converts.
Then, among the more fanatical Puritans of Massachusetts
there came a clamour for blood. The clipping of ears, the
boring of tongues, seemed to them mere trifling when such
bold heretics were concerned. So, not without a noble oppo-
sition of saner and kinder spirits, a law was enacted by which
the sentence of death itself should be passed upon any stub-
born Quakers of either sex.

The first to suffer under this cruel tyranny of a fanatical law
were William Robinson, Marmaduke Stevenson, and Mary
Dyer. They deliberately came to Boston, knowing they were
delivering themselves to death. But they were eager to gain
the martyr's crown, and it was not refused them. Yet it was
not with an easy conscience that their judges passed the dread
sentence upon them,

Endicott, the Governor, who presided over the trial, is said
to have * spoken faintly, as a man whose life was departing from
him,' and he urged the Quakers to keep away, as he desired
not their deaths.

It was on October 27 that the first execution of Quakers
took place at Boston. It was carried out with a public feeling
. of shame and guilt, and the procession to the gallows skulked
through the back - streets. The two men, Robinson and
Stevenson, took their place upon the scaffold with quiet dignity
and peaceful faces. Death had no fears .for them. At the last
moment Mary Dyer was reprieved, at the prayer of her own